
UPDATE 

Bumper year for 
the Pearcey Centre 
The Pearcey Centre for Com­
puting had a major r ise in 
student attendance at its 
short courses in 1986, and 
recorded a profit nearly 
double that of 1985. 

Now in i ts ten th year of formal 
operation, the Centre reported a 
profit of nearly $55,000 in 
1985/6, a rise of over 
$32,000 on the 1984/85 
pro fit. Fifty five percent of 
the Centre 's profi ts are 
shared with Division of Infor­
mation Technology (DIT). 

The number of students 
at the Centre ' s evening short 
courses has risen over the 
last five semes ters from 34 1 
to 527. due largely to the 
Certi ficate of Computing 
which was in troduced for the 
first time in 1986. 

The first gradua tes will 
recei ve their Certi ficates this 
yea r, and the Centre is hope­
ful the qualification will be 
considered worthwhile by 
industry, since it has a good 
reputation for train ing and 
consultancy. 

Th e first short course at 
the Frankston campus began 
in Septembe r last year using 
microcomputers in the DIT 
laboratory, which the Centre 
purchased as pan of a co­
operat ive venture with the 
Division. These microcom­
puter courses are highly re ­
garded in the competi tive 
computer package training 
market. 

'The Centre has an ex­
cellent reputation for using 
professional educa tionalis ts 
to teach practical applica­
tions ', said Centr e Executive 
Director. Doug Bums . 

'A number of major 
companies, inc luding Shell 

Australia, the ANZ Bank and the 
National Australia Bank have all 
commissio ned the Pearcey Centre to 
prepare and present courses 
specifically tailored to each com­
pany 's particular needs ' , he said. 

Other clients include the State 
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TOP: Staff of the National Australia Bank learn 
about syst ems development andproject manage­
ment from Sue Eggleshaw in a practical way. 
BOTTOM; Enrolments in Pearcey Short Courses. 

Bank of NSW, the State Electricity 
Comm ission of Victoria, John Ly­
saght (Australia), the Department of 
Defence, Government Computer 
Services (of Victoria), Mazda in 
Queensland, and Telecom in South 
Australia. Joint ventures with other 
organisations are underway, 

One proposed venture 
for late 1987 is a series of 
courses in the popular busi ­
ness oper ating system PICK . 
Preliminary studies havc 
begun in co-operation with 
Fenwick Sof tware, Ultimate 
Compu ters, DEC, and Chis­
holm ' s Centre for Bu siness 
Technology. 

Consultancy projec ts 
were undertaken by the Cen­
tre for 12 organisations in 
1986, and more are under 
negotiation. 

Early in 1986, the 
Centre sponsored an investi ­
gatory trip to South East 
Asia, includ ing Singapore, 
Hon g Kong and Kuala Lum­
pur, by the Chairman of the 
Pearcey Centre Board of 
Directors, Mr Jack Greig, 
also Chairman of DIT. The 
result was the scheduling, 
through Grae me Mead and 
Associates, Hong Kong, of a 
Pearcey Centre Short Course 
in Relational Database and 
Struc tured Query Language, 
next semester. 

Recent milestones in­
clude exceed ing $400 ,000 
gross earnings, and enrol­
ling 506 students in evening 
co urses in the first semester 
of this year, the greatest 
enrolments in a first sem­
es ter (see graph). The 
Centre is look ing forward to 
another year of grow th and 
innovation , to the benefit of 
all Chisholm. 
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