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Professional women find
 

it harder says historian
 
Women In the professions in the twentieth century feel it to be an achievement just to 

survive, while their male colleagues think If they are not advancing, they are going 
backwards, according to Dr Patricia Grimshaw, a historian at Melbourne University who 

spoke to Chisholm staff recently. 

The Victorian Suffrag­ independence, the activists the aggression and ambition 
ettes did not agree with held that there was a funda- of men by the gentler natures of 
J. S. Mill that 'what is mental difference. Women women. 
now called the nature of needed to be allowed into the Moving on to the modem 
women is an eminently public arena on equal terms era, Dr Grimshaw observed 
artificial thing the re­ with men, they held, so that that professional women of the 
sult of forced repression they could make their dis- middle twentieth century felt 
in some directions, un- tinctive contribution, tempering it to be an achi evement just to 
natural stimulation ---.",......., survive in the profess­
in others', according ions, where a man would 
to Melbourne Uni­ equate success with mov­
versity historian, ing "up the ladder". 
Dr Patricia Grim­ Even today, she said, 
shaw, at her lecture some professional women 
at Chisholm on "Edu­ find a conflict between 
cated Women in the the demands of a family 
Professions". The and work. Some saw con­
lecture drew strong flicts between the not­
attendance from stu­ ions of "femininity" and 
dents and staff on 10 "success", and the way

ABOVE: Dr Patricia Grimshaw, centre, April. that workplaces were
with the DIrector, Dr Geoff Vaughan, and

Dr Grimshaw noted structured gave a greatAnne Rennie, Equal Opportunity Officer 
that the theorists of the advantage to the male 
nineteenth century who over the female worker. 
had most to say on wo­ Dr Grimshaw advoc­
mens' liberation - John ated that tertiary insti­
Stuart Mill and Fried­ tutions should do all in 
rich Engels - both gave their power to place 
differing bases for the womens' employment on 
equality of women, but an equal footing. A 
that those who were the lively discussion follow­
activists of the "first ed .
 
wave" of feminism in
 The lecture, which 
the late nineteenth and was introduced by the 
early twentieth centur­ Director, Dr Vaughan, is 
ies justified their actions the first of a series on 
in quite different ways. equal opportunity issues 

Where Mill felt to be presented in 1987. 
that there were no real, Transcripts of the lec­
only culturally imposed, ture, and tapes for loan, 
differences between men are available from the 
and women, and Engels Equal Opportunity Of­
believed that women ficer, Ms Anne Rennie, at 
needed economic indep­ 29 Railway Avenue, or 
endence to achieve legal on ext. 2088. • 
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