
Graduate Student , TIm Jackson , testing traditional aboriginal herbal 
medicine. 

Aboriginal Herbal 
Medicines studied at 
Chisholm 
Chisholm is playing a pivotal 
role in an unusual project-the 
collecting of aboriginal tradi­
tional plant medicine know1­
edge.into a Pharmacopoeia, or a 
reference book of plant and 
herbal medicines. 

The project is close to Direc­
tor Dr Geoff Vaughan's heart. Dr 
Vaughan has for some years been 
in contact with Dr Ella Stack, 
Secretary of the Northern 
Territory's Department of 
Health. Dr Stack , a well known 
personality in the Territory, who 
was the Mayor of Darwin at the 
time of Cyclone Tracy, is super­
vising the project. 

The Pharmacopoeia is to be 
published in 1988 as a Bicenten­
nial project, and the chemical 
properties of the plants collected 
by the NT Department of Health 

are being determined by scien­
tists at Chisholm and La Trobe 
University. 

Graduate student Tim 
Jackson, supervised by Dr David 
Hewitt and Dr [ayant Bapat of 
the Chemistry Department, and 
the Director Dr Geoff Vaughan 
(who has research interests in 
medicinal chemistry), is testing 
the plants for their alkaloids, 
which are the alkaline compo­
nents of plants and are often the 
active substances in modern 
drugs. The testing of the alka­
loids was originally commenced 
at the Victorian College of Phar­
macy. 

La Trobe University are test­
ing for volatile oils in these 
plants, and all this information 
will be collated together with 
anecdotal information from the 
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Chisholm 
Graphic 
Students win 
Packaging 
Awards 

Chisholm Graphic Design stu­
dents have won two of the eight 
awards given in the National 
Southern Cross Packaging De­
sign Awards for Students of 
1987. 

Final Year degree Graphic 
Design student Rosa del Weechio 
took out the major national pri ze 
for her packaging concept for 
glassware. Rosa won a return trip 
to Japan with $500 spending 
money. This is the first time a 
Chisholm student has won this 
prestigiousawa rd in compe tition 
wi th Colleges of Advanced Edu­
cation across Australia. 

Chisholm also secured one of 
the remaining seven prizes of 
equal value, a $250 award made 
to Third Year degree student 
Trevor Gardiner for a plant con­
tainer, which answered a very 
difficult packaging brief. 

The two winners were in­
vited to attend the presentation 
by the Packaging Council of 
Australia at its annual conference 
in Sydney on 30 September. 

A silver cert ificate of merit 
was also awarded to Final Year 
student Nick Cummins for an 
inventive design for the packag­
ing of garden pegs, a good effort 
in the face of stiff competition. 

aboriginal practitioners about 
their use . The Pharmacopoeia 
will include the major traditional 
aboriginal medicines used in the 
Northern Territory and will have 
descriptions, botanical data, geo­
graphic distribution, aboriginal 
naming, medicinal use, dosages, 
effects and side-effects and 
chemical constituents for each 
plant or medicine. 


