
Peninsula workshop a successful venture
 
Graduates of Chisholm's course 
in ceramics are going from 
strength to strength in a co­
operative pottery workshop at 
Frankston, supplying a wide 
range of artistic and functional 
ceramics to the Peninsula and 
city. 

The Potter's Workshop is the result 
of concerns the Ceramics 
Department of the Frankston 
campus of Chisholm had about h0W 

their graduates fared after leaving 
the College. 

Although most graduates entered 
the workforce and made a good 
living from their craft , they found 
that some had difficulties. The costs 
and task of moving from student life 
to full-time business, financing 
equipment and setting up a studio, 
was a daunting prospect. 

The Department set up a Potters' 
Workshop on the Frankston campus 
to meet this problem head-on. 
Graduates were given a studio in 
whi ch to develop their lines of 
production and gain experience in 
business. 

STUDIO ACCESS 

For a nominal weekly fee, students 
finishing Chisholm's and other 
institutions' ceramics courses were 
given access to full studio facilities 
with wheels, kilns and other 
equipment, working with others in a 
co-operative environment. Places 
are now offered to professional 
potters in the Peninsula. 

It was felt that having experienced 
potters working side by side with 
these former students just starting 
out would help them develop sound 
working practices. Senior Lecturer 
at Chisholm, Max Murray, says he 
believes it has proven to be so. 

He says that the stimulus of working 
in a co-operative with professionals 
has been beneficial for the 

graduates, allowing them to share 
knowledge on technical and 
commercial matters . It has also 
allowed them to have access to the 
ceramics staff of Chisholm for 
consultation on design and technical 
problems. 

WAITING usr 
The venture is now so successful 
that there is a waiting list of people 
wishing to join it. Sales are made 
directly from the Workshop and 
through various Peninsula galleries . 

New Zealand potter and Chisholm 
lecturer, Jan Bell, supervises the 
workshop, developing contacts with 
galleries and liaising with craft 
organisations . In addition to her 
duties , Jan specialises in one-off 
saggar pieces using high and low 
salt techniques for galleries and 
exhibitions . She also makes garden 
planters for nurseries and recently 
worked on the Australian Design 
Export Trophy in bronze and black 
glass . 

Local nurseries are keen to buy the 
individual garden sculptures by co­
operative member John Gaffney, 
and they are becoming so popular 
John has trouble keeping up with 
demand. 

Peter Martin, another member, 
works on Japanese-inspired 
traditional one -off decorative vases 
and bowls. His brush decoration 
and tall elegant forms prompt a lot 
of interest from clients. 

Anne-Marie Plevier designs and 
saggar fires very fine slab jewellery, 
which are sold in City craft stores 
and galleries. 

In direct contrast with the ceramic 
works , Tim Little makes architectural 
concrete products, including cement 
bird baths and planters. Tim is 
currently working on individual 
commissions in bronze and 
concrete. 




