














PUBLIC' LECTURE THEATRE (cont.)

lL.est this should seem an over-enthusiastic account of a
project of no particular difficulty, it should be recorded that
no architect has so for solved the problems of multi-purpose
University theatres at the sort of price that Universities can
pay, and that no such theatr¢ has ever been built in Australia.
However, any theatre plan is a matter of compromise, and, in
our case, the compromisc means a stage that may prove rather too
big for students to handle easily without supervision and a
restriction of workshop space. But that is a calculated price
paid for the other advantages offercd by a design which may well
becomc a model for theatre architects. .

The Architects are Mecssrs, Eggleston, Macdonald and Seccombe.

The theatre will cost £250,000 and is to be completed early in
1966.

LAW STUDENTS MOOT

The law students conducted their second Moot in the Council
Chamber on the mornings of Thursday 24th and Friday 25th
September, The Moot took the form of & murder trial. Mr. David
Jackson, Senior Lecturer imn the Law School who is supervising the
Moot Court programme, presided on Lthe bench. The students en-
acted the facts upon which the trial! was bascd to provide an
authentic baciground to the proccedings.

In the futurc it is hoped to give advance notice in the
Monash Reporter of the subjects of and dates of future HMoots to
enablce intercsted members of staff of other departments to attend.
The Court Room, {(the Council Chamboer) has ample rocm for a
Public Gallery and obscrvers will be welcome.

DEPARTILCIITAL NEVS OF GELZIRAL IIMTYTLREST

APPLIED MICIHAITICS

The Ingincering Rescarch Colloquiuwm Serics has been cont-
inuving with a session, carly last month, on some problem arcas
in High-Temperature Gas-Cooled Reactor Teclinology, prescnted by
Mr., H. Molle of the Department. Recent developmencs and trends
in this ficld were roviewed and rclated to optimization studics
on heat cxchange problons in suciy sysicus,

At a scminar on Analogue Simulation on September 16th lr.

B. 0'Keefe, Project Ingincer of the All-Jeather Landing Systcums
Group of the Department or Civil aviation discusscd his studies
of landing oi large jet aircraft witly the aid of instrument
landing systems and demonstirated tae performance and behaviour
of such a systen on tie computer,

It is planned to Zold the following scssions during the
month of Qctobor:

October 5th Profecssor D.O. Pederson - Integrated Circuitv
Rescarch

October 19th Profcssor I'.ii.G. Grucn - lMeecnanization and
licchanics in
Apriculiure.



DEPARTMINTAL N:VS (cont.)

CHEMICAL INGINICZRENG

Mr, C.G., Bruckmann, icad of the Chemical Zngineering Group
of the Youth African C.U.I.R,, will wvisit the Department on
Monday afterncon, 26thx October.

CILDLISTRY

Dr, r.i¥. Zlastwood has returnced from his Sabbatical leave at
Cambridge.

The Department has talien delivery of a Fcuricr Specirophotometer
which is based on the principle of the bichelson Interferometer.
This instrument is the first of its kind to be installed in Aust-
ralia

Professor B,0. West gave a lecture to the ielbourne University
Chemical Society entitled "Recent Development in Transition Hotal
Chemistry"™ on September 16th. He also gave a lcciturc on behalf
of the University of Melbournc Jxtension Committce to matriculation
students entitled "rhe Shape ane Neaction of Chemical Compounds".

Mr, G. Crank nasmow left the Department and returned to Scot-
land.

CDUCATION

During Scptember, Prolessor I, Sclby Smith addresscd the
Monash Women's Society on the "Problems of Zducation" and par-
ticipated in the Australian Broadcasting Commigsion's broadeasts
relating to Zducaiion Veck.

Mrs. A. Zainu'ddin, i..4i., Dip.Bd., who is at present in the
Law Faculiy at Mclbournc University, will join the staff next
year to con.uct lecturcs in the History of Zducation at the I.3d
level.

Dr. M. Balson has been invited to deliver a leccture on the
"Ra.lrifications of Programmed Instruction” to iLhe Australian Ins-
titute of BHana_cement Confercnce on Deccmber lst.
rsezjgrr;cent p?bi%catiogs by membo?s of the Deportment are:

: Peller , Mr. H,P, Scuoenacimer, and 'An Introduction to
the Principles pf Classroom Testing, Mr. J.II. Theobald.
Biegiﬁgirgngﬁ;gicEegzrfﬁﬁgtpafflpaftigigaLing_in"the'A.M:A.f.
on et oo L6tn oeon ° roblems of Lqucatlon which begins
Wy L ;Y# € -0 cr.. r. U, Balson will present o paper on

Irtending the Gifted Child".

ELECTRICAL ZHGINEZIRING

Professor PB.G. Lampard presented the inougural lecturce on
"Some Statistical Aspects of Communication" to the newly formed
Victorian Brancl of the Stotisticcl Socicty of Australia last
June.

ENGLISH

The Departmental Staff Sceminar has met five times since the
beginning of April, under the aegis of Miss bMargery llorgan.
Discussions have been led by Dr. H.I.RR. Love (On Restoration
Poctical Verse), HMir. Phillip Meortin (on Shakespearcts Somncts),
Mr. D, Muccke (on Conccpts of Irony), r. David Sradley (on
James McAuley's Captoin Juiros' oand Dennds Douglas (on Occult
Matercinl in Blake's 'Jurope'). The next mecting is planned for
the end of Qctober whon o poaper will be read by Hiss ilorgan on
The Influence of Hietzsche's 'Jirth of ‘raogedy!' on the dromatic
design of Shaw's 'linjor Barbara' and¢ Yeoats! 'Resurrcciion!. it
is hoped to orgonize o loter sc.incr on Proble.as of Bioliography,
wita tae Folp of members of ocher doeportnents,



DEPARTMENTAL NoUS (cont. )

ALl members of staff arc wolcome to attend ticse soeminors.
Bepartments wmwost likely to e intercsted in any particular
subjcct arc specially netificd. The dates and times of meot-
ings orc usually arranged about o fortnight in advance. 4
telephione coll to liiss liorgan (Ext. 2133) will providoe you with
any information.

Hr. Doug tuccke was invited to address the Adelaide Znglish
Association on 'The Pootry of Charles Jury®on Thursdoy, 2Lth
Septomber,

Mr. Phillip Mertin is to locture in Canberra this month on
"The Resurgence of deligious Spirit in the Poetry of the late
18th Century’'.

C...5L, coursces arc being given on Taursday nigghts by lr,
Trovor Tolley on 'Great fumericon Hovels!'! znd by lir, David
Bradlcy on 'Shakespearce the Dromatist!,

The Literature Club is issuing o magazine and, in order to
encourage articles of high siandard, the editors wish to offer
a prizc for the best gemtribution. Would aonyone intercsted in
supporting this proposal by o denntion pleasc get in touch with
Mr., Tony Hassall in the Znglish Department, Lxt. 2147),

HISTORY

In August Mr., John Fowler, B.A. (Qid.), Teaching Fellow in
thie Department, left under the terms of a Monaslh postgraduate
travelling schiolarsaip, to take up residence at Balliol College,
Oxford, where ko cexpecis to rcad for the B.Phil. The Rev'd.

P.J. Hawkes, Chaplain, has becen appointed part-time teaching
fellow,

The first Australian Confoerecnce of fmerican Studies took place
at the University of Melbourne boetween 13th and 19th dugust.

Dr. ©£.D. Potls and lir. iI.CG. Golber atteunded from this Department.
Dr. Potts is a member of a committec of the faculty of Arts to
consider the prospeets for Jmerican studics at EFonash.

Dr. A.G. Scrle and Dr. G.C, Bolton attended a nieoting of the
national committee of the dAustralian Dictionary of GLiography in
Canborra on 13th anc 1hth August., The A.D.O, is a project cdited
by Professor Douglas Pilke, and aimed at providing a definitive work
of refercnces for udistorians and othoer social sciontists. Cont-
ributions have been received from a  very large number of
histerians, acadenmic and otherwisce. The first sccetion, Period 1,
is scheduled For puclication in threce volumes latce next yecar; it
will contain 1190 cntricvs concerning Australian pecrsonalitics
whose main period of activisy was Dbetween 1788 and 1825. Periocd
2 will include pecople promincnt between 1825 and 1850, and period
3 will go to 1890. The sceries wll oventually extend te the
present day, but Futur. déwisions _have not yot been. decided,
Names for inclusion in the A.D._. arce nominatced by a local
committece in cach state of Listralia, and collated by an cditor
appointced for cach period. Hr. 4.5.L. Shaw, professor-cloect
in the Department of History, is the currcent cditor for Period 1,
Dr. Scrle is joint-editor ior Period 3.

MODERN LANGUAGES

At tihe A.ULLLL,A, confoercnce it was apparcnt that quite
apart from the gratifyingly lar;o number of papers rcad by
memboers of Monash staff, Monash ic in other ways consideorably
in advance of most other universitices. This is true above all,
of rescarc. into bi_ing ualiswu, problems concerning. migrant
assimilation and in the usc of language iaboratorices,



DEP/ALTHINTAL NTUS (cont.)

Furthermore in the Frencir: Section it waoas agreed tact konash
should continue its work i co-ordincting bibliographical
projects (union catalojues etc.}. Dr. W, Rivers wos elected
organizer of a lan_uce laborstory workshop and cditor of a
regular bulletin devoted to problems of tiis approach to
lanzuage teacnin,;.

ilis Zxcellcncy Dr. J.P7. Hitter, the German jmboassador to
Australia, gave o public lecture 'Recompensce ond Punisihument for
Nazi Crimes". He alsce rTeoad one of his own short storics to
students and staff of the German Sectlion,

Dr. L. i&wyan, Lecturcr in the University of Sydney, will visit
Monas.i at the beginning of October, In addition to lecctures in
the German Scction e will give o publie lecture on Breeiht on
Friday 2nd October at 1 p.m,

Professor Laufer addressed tihe LEighteenth Century Gocicety
on the Morquis de Sade.

Dr. W. Rivers spoke to the Scoiool of Method of Foreign
Language Teaching of the University of Tasmaniac on 'Pattern
Drill and Longuae Laoborotory dechniques', She also gave o
talk on 'The Jfadio-~Linguanl rictaod' to the Seminar on Teaching
Modern Languages held by the Victorian Education Deportment,

Professor Bodi will be in Germany from October 12th to
November 12th. Aport from attending a Congress of Germonists
in Essen hce will wvisit lang.o ¢ laboratories, libraries and try
to arrange Research Scholarships for Germanists,

MATHELMATICS

Dr. D.VU. Barnes of Sydney University and Professor Hanna
Neumann of Justralion Hotional University will be visiting the
Department this aionth.

PHYSICS

The annual Susirnlion Rules Football match between Physics
and Chemistry toolt place en the 2Ctiy August, Physics defeated
Chemistry 11-16 to 0-6, the loeter's giant rucluman noiwith-
standing.

ZOOLOGY

Profeossor ,..J. Llarshnll is currently visiting South Afrieca
to attend the second Pan-iAfrican Ornithelogical Congress at
Pictermoritzbur,;, and to deliver o scrics af lecturcs at the
University of Cape Town.

Recent ncwspaper reports of cxciting peoleontological
discoverics in o cave in the Portlond arcea af Vietoria contained
only o modicum of truth. The cave is Dbeing worked by Mr, Norman
Wakefield of this Depoartment wiih the help of  loecal naturale
ists, “The materiacl receovered contains marsupicl and rodent
fossils identicnl to those recovered clsewhere in Victoria,

The rxreport of Plioscene fossils is without foundation,

TELEVISION OFFICiER IN THE FACULTY 0 MADICINZ

Mr, Z.C.J. Snell took uwp dutics as TV Officer in the Faculty
of Mcdicine on 21st Septowmber. Iie will bo responsible [for the
installction, operation and development of closcdecircuit
television in t.e Medienl School, o focility that has been part
of the basic plouaning of the kMonnslh medicnl course and which
siwuld now be used for thoe first time as o tecching aid during
1965; and will be available to ndvise on toelevision matters
generally within the University.



TELIVISION OfFICEL (cont.)

Mr. Snell, wio is aged 37, wos on engincer with the Post-
master General's Department before joining our staff. Pre-
viously, he had been o scnior instructor at .soyal BMelbourne
Institute of Technology {(where he also reeceived the Fellowship
Diploma of Communication Engineoring) and then was responsible
for the tocanical aspect of opening TVW 7 in Perth., It is of
interest to inow that instruction in TV, and the use of closed-
circuit TV as a teaching o2id, hos heen developed con.inuously
at the {{t.M.I.V. under Mr. I, Kempson since the infancy of TV
in the late nineteen-thirties, and that the majority of TV
engincers in fustralic received tueir basic training there.

Under Mr. Snmell, the Medical School intends to develop TV
as an aid especially in practicel classes. Tae imaginative
usc of detailed, close-up vicws of delicate or intricatc
processes will bring to the viecwers cn insight into demonstrat-
ions thot would be prohibitively cxpensive if not iupossible to
set up for mass operation by classes of 160 students at one time.
With the usc of a video-tape recorder it will be possivic to
retain on permanent record for future screcnings cvery demonstra-
tion that proves to be a successful cexposition of ths topic in
question.

DISTINGUISHED VISITOWS TO TH.S UNIVELSITY DULING SZPTIEMBTL

Professer 1.1, dussell, Chairmon, BMedical Library, University
of Melbourne.

Professor C.I. Larnetl, Professor of Anatomy, University of
Tasmania,

Mr. F. Kotz, Scenior Lecturcer in Zducotion, University of

New Zfnglond.

Mr. W.oa. Llced, Chicef Inspectoer of 3ceceondary Schools.

Lr. J. Pascoe, Senior laster {rom Trinity Grammar School, W,S,\ .
Mr. L. Blom-Coopcr, Darrister-at-Law, HMember of the Middle
Temple, London, Lecturcr in Criminal Low at Bedford Collaoge,
University of London and author of 'A6 imrdert.

His IExccllency Dr. J.7. lLitter, German mbassador to Australia
and Mrs. kittor.

The Hon, J.5. Bloomiield M..L.A., Minister of Zducation, and

Mrs. Bloomiield.

The Hon. J.F. Rossiter, M.L...., Assistant Minister of Zducation,
and Mrs. l.ossiter.

Mrs, Vera andreyeva, Institute of Geography, U.S5.6.ic.

Mrs. Nina Eluket, Professor of Lotany, Timiryazev Academy of
Agriculture, U.S..o.l.

Party from the Australian ddministrative Staff College:

Mr. J.J. 9'Neill, Underground Manager, Broken Hill South Ltd.

Mr. G.R. Enting, Personnel Manager (Melbourne) British Phosphate
Commissioners.

Mr. J.H. Hatthews, Gencral Production banager {Sydney) C.S.1.
Fibreboard Group.

Mr. 5.VW. Howak, Sccretary, Lotrobe Valley Sub-Branch; Assistant
Secretary, Ceniral Gippsland 7Sroes and Labour Council (Yallourn),
Beilermakers' Socicty of dsustralia (L.CTU)

Mr. W.J. Perazzo, Chief lLccountant (Holbourne)
iwepatriation Departmen..

Mr., D... Riciunond, Superintendent, Foreign Ixchange, Banlding
Departnent, Head Office (Sydney), Leserve Bank of Australian.
Fr. D.G. Cox, Dircctor and Gencral kanager, Paper Division
{Helbourne), Spicers (.ustralia) Pty. Ltd.

, Comuonvenlth



INQUIRY INTO ACADEMIC SALARIDS {continued from page 1).

The general problem of recruitment and retention of
academic staff was spoken to first by Professor Cochranc,
who had submitted comments of his own on the conmparison
between university and public service cuaployment. Professor
Barden submittced some comments on the speeial problem of
receruitment in engineering, while Prefessor Andrew drew
attention to the special situation crecated in medicine by the
system of National Health Service merit awards which are paid
to medicnl teaching staff in the United Wingdom wniversitics
if they have hospital duties.

The Viec-Chancellor spoke about this University's special
intercst in thce grade of Reader,

The Inquiry then met the Council Committee, which consisted
of The Chaencellor, the Vice-Chancellor, Professors fLndrew,
Cochranc and Scott and Dr. Hiscock. The main points dealt
with in this meeting were the desirability of a botter system
for fixing university salarics than ot present; the importance
of salaries of Jjunior members of staff as well as of pro-
fessors; and the impact of study leave upon establishment.

After lunch the Inquiry bad discussions with a small grcup
from the Staff fissociation consisting of: Mr. K,A.li, Horn,

Dr. J.D. Hiscoek, Mr. J... Philiips, #Mr. T.D. Tate, Profcssor
ALK, McIntyre and Mr. D. Lwberts. Althoeugh the terms of ref-
crence of the Inquiry are specifiecally to asscss and recommend
salaries for professors and ascociate professors the Federation
has pressed Tor (xtensicn of the terms to cover all academic
grades. Whilst this had been refused Mr. Justice Eggleston

had indicated that lhe would consider any material rclevant to
the Ingquiry. The Federation and the individual Staff Associat-
ions have therefore siressoed the neced for the Inguiry to
consider the offects of its docisinn on the salarics of other
academic grades.

Since the major casc [for the Staff Associations had been
presented in the submission of the rederation the Monash Staff
Association did not prescut any written submission., Its
representatives added verbal cmphosis to a number of aspcects
of salary determination which were considered important.

The Staff Association stresscd tihe need for reasonablo
commencing salarics and suggested that the Ingquiry could
either rccommend a further Inquiry intoe the whole sub-
profcessorial salary structure, or proposc a prulcessorial
salary increasc which, if applied zo other zgrades would
provide acceptablce salaries, The nceeds of receruitment, the
establsihment of a satisfactory carcer grade and the present
large gap between professorial and otihier salaries were
mentioned.  pkr, Justice Eygleston appecared to be concerned
with the receruiting problem and not unsympathetic to the
views put fTorward on beohalf of teaching fellows,

The Inquiry was also asked to consider in its report the
nced for neriodic, e.g. tricnnial, salary reviews since
academic salaries were of o fixed nature and not affected

by decisions ol the arbiiration system., In discussions on
the need to incrcasc professorial salaries three main issucs
arose; recruitment, "maricct-value!", and academic cquality.

Althou h somc professions command :igher salarics than others
and hence must be offered salary loadings as an inducement to
enter the universitics, the Sta.f Associclion stressed the
essential equality oi academic achicevement and dutics
required of a professor. It argued that professorial salaries
sliculd, as far as possiblc, be cqual aid such as to attraect
the best men in all Tieclds.



INQUTYY INTO ACADIMIC 5.:L:anIns (cont,)

If leoadings werce to be given these should be on the basis of
academic merit and not professional discipline, The discussion
considerced the problems of incrcased professorial rescoarch and
administirative loads.

The Stafli Association represcrntatives were impresscd by the
informal atmespherce of the discussion and tho willingness of
the Inqguiry to sxtend its definition of "relevani" to consider-
able length,

The Inguiry spent most of Friday, 18th September visiting
Departments of the University.

GIFTS

2460 from Total 0il Products (Australia) Pty. Ltd. for the Aus-
tralian Journal of French Studies (Modern Languages).

£500 from the Commonwcalth Banking Corporation for a study
of the wind effect on tall buildings being conducted by
Professcr 11.G. Barden (licchanical Engincering).

CORIIGENDA - SEPTINBELR ISSULR

Page. 1. Hote on the late Dr. ii.L, Ghent should rcad that his
accident occured on the hth sugust, 1964,

Copy for November issue of the leporter closes on Thursday,
22nd October, This will be the final edition for 1964,



MEMORJIAL SERVICE FOR DR. RALPH GHENT

At the request of a number of members of staff we publish the
address given by Mr. Hawkes as we believe that much of it is
important and of interest to all concerned with the nature
and purpose of a university community,.

Editors.

The reason for our gathering here today is primarily that
as menibers of the University we may, in ecorporate manner, show
our respect for the contribution made teo the life of Monash by
one of the members of our teaching staff, So that, by the
sacrifice of some few moments of our time, a commodity which
we all - hold to be most valuable, we may be able to mark our
appreciation of Ralph Ghent, as a person, as a teacher and as
a scientist.

For some of you, I rcalize that this may be more than just
a sacrifice of time, indeed it may almost be a sacrifice of
principle, as this memorial service is being held in the Chapel
rather than in a secular building within the University,

If such be the case I ask yvour forcebearance, as in the
corporate body there arce many who fcel that the Chapel, though
small and inadecquate is the proper place for a gathering such
as this.

Some may find it difficult to pray, some may find it im-
possible. Some may disagrece witihh words or statements made or
with doctrines implicd: but I ask you all, doubting, refuting
or accepting word, statemcnt or deoctrine, not to hold in
guestion the sincerity of your neighbour even though his
opinion may differ from your own.

In this manner only, by the acceptance and acknowledgement
of our mneighbours sincerity, can we makce this service a tribute
of respect to a ceollecaguc, a friend, or a teacher who has beon
untimely and viclently removed from amongst us.

It is our sincerity rather than our opinion which brings the
corporatc body of the University to life on an occasion such as
this, It is our sincerity which can make this short service
somcthing more than an amiablce asscmbly of the right people and
can turn it into a truc memorial of one with whom some have
taught, by whom somc have beon taught, whom some Knew personally
and whom somc knew only by name.

Having no complote knowledge of Ralph Gioent's ultimate
beliefs about dcath and what may follow, but knowing that
many of you hold vicews which do not coincide with thosc which
I represent as a Pricst in the Christian Church, I have cn-
deavoured not to overleoad this scrvice with religious formulac,
T do, however, ask you to join, if you Feel able, in the sing-
ing of the hymn which fellows as it is included in our service
at the request of his parcents now in Canada.

The addross:

In the age of superlatives in waich ceverytiing must be

'King size' or larger; in which to win a gamce that carrics no
pennant or trophy is regarded as a wadte of time: and in which
the final insult to a man is to say that 'he did his best', we
arc apt to overleook the contribution made by the ordinary or
regular sizoed man and to forget that tiuere would be ne 'boetter!
or 'best' were it nmoit for the original good from which 'bettor!
or 'best' must start.



Iin an age which cverything must be 'tine mest! and in a land
where everything rmust be the biggest and tie brightest or tLthe
nevest in the Southern Iiemisphere, it has become almost a
cardinal sin to be ordinary or adequate, VWe tencu almost to
despise the ordinary person and mercly regard him as the mythical
average man in a volume of statistics on wihich we base our super-
lative conciusions.

We forget the ordinary person or we look down our noses ai the
mass of little cogs which make the 'big wieel' spin.

This is strange, because so many of us are only cogs and not
'big wheels' except in our own eyes. When we are finally cut
down to size by death, our true leveller of mankind, few of us
can expect to be included permanently in the list of those whom
the world regard as great. Not nmany of us can look forward to
a permanent niche in the ultimate 'Hall of Fame'.

In the somewhat artificial surroundings of the university
world where many have a nodding or even 'first name' acquaintance
with the brighter stars of the academic fermament, to be an
ordinary person is just not sufficient. It is neccessary, and I
belicve unfortunately nceessary, to make one's mark on university
society. It is nccessary to be 'a coming man' and to have ambitions
to reach the top rungs of the hierarchical academic ladder,

It is againsi this background that we must pay our tribute to
Ralph Ghent.

e was not once of the first at Monash, he joined our society
early in 1963, he wasn't, as arc many oi you, a !founder member'.
He came as have nmany since, unheralded by a well worded press
release and he came into a new enviroment.

Born in Canada some few yvears before thie outbrealk of the war
and trained at Ontario Agricultural Colloge in the post war
period, he went as a graduate student to Corncll University,
not the oldest Amcrican Universiity but onc well established
with something ovoer 10,000 students and a teaching staff of
over twelve hundred. It was at Cornell, in 1961 that he gained
his Doctorate. JFrom there he went on to lecture at the Univer-
sity College of Pius XII in Lasutoland before arriving in what
must have scemed the strange atmosphcie oi Monash,

In coming to us ho was not I beliove seeking any personal
fame or glory, not sceking thie wherewithal that would carry
iim to a Chair in a nower and stranger atmosphere but seeking
rather those conditions which would ecnable him to continue
the research project to which ke dovoted a2ll that had gone into
his education and the degrces he held.

The field in which his research lay is beyond the definition
of many of us present here, and it would only be presumptious
for me, a complcte layman in such matters, te venture so far
from my own ground. Nor is it mnecessary f{or me te comment, for
Ralph Ghent came here not only to gain knowledge by research
but to share his knowledge with others.

In fact he joined the corporate scciety of Monash University
as an ordinary pecrson, ready to be used by the socciety he had
Joined, rcady to be interested in its workings, as is shown by

his letters to our Student Papers, He came in much the same
way as the rest of us came here. e came as an ordinary,
adequate person - the ultimate foundation of the living

University.

We all know that he had his difficulties, it would be stupid
te pretend that he didn't, just as it is stupid now to harp on
them., DBut we can all be thankful that in his difficulties he
found friends in our community who were not only able but were
willing to help him.



I don't say this as any compliment to his colleagues in his
department, but as an illustration of the faet that Ralph
Ghent, was like so many of us, an ordinary person who found
ordinary friends on wiom he could roly, in the same woay as we
hope thot we can reoly on the ordinary people we call ocur friends.,

1. perhaps, knew less aobout Ralph Ghent than do many of  you
here, I met him infrequently, ncver worked alongside him nor
was cver taught by him, My knowledge of him is gleomed from
official records and from conversation with thosc who knew him
personally. My slight contact with him started in the days
when Chaplains were housed under the wing of Zoology.

All that I have discovered about Ralph Ghent makes me think
that he was like most of us, an ordinary and an adequoate individ-
ual who had sltightly more thian his share of bad luck. He was,
to use the jargon of the Church, 'neither a great saint nor a
great sinner'.

I would not have you think from what I have said that I extol
mediocrity as a virtue nor that I consider Ralph Ghent as a
mediocre person, Without being too platitudinocus I would rather
remind you how much thc 'great'! owe to the adequacy of those
around them, of how much those 'that have left a name behind
them to declare their praisest owe to !'those who have no memorial!',

Ralph Ghent may be one cof those wiio have no memorial but
inspite of this hc has left his mork among us. For to all
ordinary people, as well as to the 'great! is given the res-
ponsibility of affecting others,

In the University community perhaps more than any other,
this is patent teaching, working, sceking and finding even the
smallest part of the ultimate truth cannot remain an isolated
event, for the humblest honest cndcavour adds to the fund of
knowlcedge and wisdom which it is the University's prime duty
to increase and pass on  to succceding generations. All that
is done in the VUniversity Tfor the University becomes part of
its life and being. However small or immature may Lo the in-
dividuale offort it is absorbed into and becomes part of the
life o2nd body of the University.

The niche thot Ralph Ghent carved out for himself in our
corporate body mny have becen small nnd obscure, but it was o
niche in 1ife itscif. liis ceffort thus becomes our colffort, his
work our work and his memorial though not specifically marked
becomes part of the ongoing life of the University and indeed
of 211 who share the privilege of working in it.

Though Monash may stond primarily as a memorial to a great
soldicr and engineer, it stands too 2as o memoricl to Ralph
Ghent who carved for himself o small place in its structure,

And what tribute can we pay to onc who was our collezgue
or teazcher? Only that of guarding, cherishing and increasing
the sum total of the truth to which he by his research and
teaching endeavoured to add a little,

And as o token of our respect for his port in the contin-
uing search for Truth T ask you to stand in silence - remembering
Ralph Ghent and all those who have in his death felt bewilder-
ment and sorrow.



