








DEPARTMENTAL NEWS (cont.)

MATHEMATICS

Guest speakers at the regular mathematical
colloquia, since September, have been the following:
Mr. T.P. Speed, Dr. E.D. Fackerell, and Dr. M.J. Englefield
- all from Monash, Mr. Don Row from the University of Tas-
mania, Professor M,S, Bartlett, F.R.S. from Oxford, Dr. I.
Klnvanek from Czechoslovakia (Via Flinders University),
Professor W.J. Ewens and Mr. A.L. Andrew from La Trobe,
and Mr. Seneta from Australian National University.

Mr, D.S. Asche has departed for England. While on
leave he will teach at the University of Reading.

GERMAN SECTION

Distinguished visitors to the German Section were
Professor Els Oksaar from Hamburg University and Professor
Otto von der Gablentz, formerly Director of the Otto Suhr
Institute of the Free University of Berlin and until re-
cently Visiting Professor at the New School for Social Re-
search in New York.

In conjunction with the Linguistics Section and the
Melbourne lLinguistics Circle Professor Oksaar gave a talk
on "Socio-linguistic developments in present-day German."

Professor von der Gablentz's visit was organized by
the Department of Politics and the German Section jointly.
In addition to his two public lectures on "The Development
of German Nationalism" and "The German Way to Democracy!
Professor von der Gablentz gave two staff seminars on
"Student Unrest in German Universities" and "The Two
Germanys",

Both Professor Oksaar and Professor von der

Gablentz, had extensive conversations with members of the
German staff and research students about their subjects,
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DEPARTMENTAL NEWS (cont.)

LINGUISTICS SECTION

Mr. Bjdrn Jernudd, who is at pPresent on a research
field trip in Darwin, attended the Inaugural Meeting of
the Linguistic Circle of the University of Papua and New
Guinea in Port Moresby, on November Lth, On this occasion
he read a paper on Dialectology.

Mr, Barry Blake, Research Fellow of the Australian
Institute of Aboriginal Studies, will take up a position as
Lecturer in the department of English of Sydney University
in 1968, :

Mr. John Platt, Research Scholar with the A.T.A.S. will
take up a position as Senior Teaching Fellow in Linguistics
in 1968,

MUSIC

Aboriginal Music: A booklet entitled "Songs from the North-
ern Territory" has jugt'been published by the Australian
Institute of Aborigiﬁal Studies, Canberra. The author is
Alice M. Moyle, an A.I.A.S. Research Fellow in the Depart-
" ment and in charge of the Ethnomusicology Section. She
recorded the songs during recent visits to Arnhem Land and
other parts of the Northern Territory. The booklet con-
tains background notes, maps, and musical illustrations

and is designed to accompany 5 LP discs of selections from
Mrs. Moyle's tape-recorded collections. The price of the
booklet is $2. The set of discs, also entitled "Songs

from the Northern Territory", costs $12,60 complete, or $3
for a single disc, and may be purchased directly from the
Secretary, Australian Institute of Aboriginal Studies,

P.0. Box 553, Canberra City, or ordered from Jill Stubington,
extension 2412,

PHYSIOLOGY

The department has received a grant of £16,000
(sterling) from the Wellcome Trust for the purchase of
equipment for data-processing in relation to research in
neurophysiology being carried out under the direction of
Professor R, Porter and by other members of the department,
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DEPARTMENTAL NEWS (cont.)

Acquisition of this equipment, at a cost which
represents a sizeable proportion of the department's total
Maintenace and Equipment Budget for the current year, will
be of very great assistance in the development of data-
processing facilities which are becoming increasingly ne-
cessary in advanced neurophysiological research.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Sir,

De Profundis

Once again we have marked exam papers and made
decisions as to who should pass and who should fail. Once
again we feel miserable. One again we look forward to the
long vacation and are fairly confident that in a few weeks
we shall have regained the necessary impetus to chart the
next academic year.

I am speaking here entirely for myself. Whoever
feels that what I am saying is no concern of his shall
cast the first stone.

I have actively participated in lowering the pass
mark to a ridiculous level in order to get a pass rate of
at least 80 per cent. Several of the students who barely
passed and some of the ones who didn't I know quite well.

I had them in a weekly tutorial and have talked with them,
being their personal supervisor. They are all hard-working
and intelligent people, they should have done better. Why
did'nt they?

I taught them myself, I was their tutor, so I can't
possibly blame anyone but myself. In this case, why don't
I shut up? I feel like a prisoner in the dock, please
listen before you give the verdict.

The notions which we try to get through to the
Stqdents took hundreds of years to develop. Science took
many wrong turns; what seems trivial now was overlooked
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'LETTERS TO THE EDITOR (cont.)

for centuries. Many ideas proved their necessity only by
taking into account several disciplines which are now far
apart.

Clearly we cannot allow a student to sit at Monash
for 3,000 years, apart from the fact that if we would do
so, this student would be 3,000 years behind in his subject
by the time he graduates (there is a logical hitch in this
argument. )

Anyway; I put it as being beyond question that
what we are doing at present is wrong and dangerous. We
let students graduate who know nothing.

I put it that at least 2/3 of the students who are
~attending our classes would rather play football, Their
time is wasted.

How does a student feel who conscientiously attends
lecture after lecture and everything he hears is Greek to
him? How does he feel, if he passes an exam, having learnt
things he doesn't understand, knowing in his heart of hearts
that he shouldn't have passed? Don't we produce con-men?

I put it that we should drastically reduce the
amount of material we teach. University teaching is not
cramming. To my mind, it is leading students to under-
standing and, more important, to guestioning. If we get
one spark of understanding we have been successful.

In history, oppression many times has led to re-
volution., Is it not likely that one day there will be an
uprising of students when our heads will be chopped off?
In a way, this would be a healthy reaction. Instead,
students throw a few paper darts, take drugs and turn
hippies. Very few of them climb a clock tower with a
machine gun and shoot a dozen people. The majority
conforms, they have learnt their lesson. The lesson is:
There are some people who have an esoteric knowledge. We
give up, we take their word.

Carl Moppert.
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GIFTS

Associate Professor K.H. McLean (Medicine) has
received a grant of $8,778 from the Asthma Foundation of
Victoria.

A cheque from the Country Roads Board for $480 has
been received by the department of Economics as a donation
from the Melbourne Transport Committee.

A grant of $3,500 has been made to Mr. R. Macpher-
son (Civil Engineering) by the Australian Welding Research
Association for the purpose of supporting a graduate
scholar to work in the department on the project "Stress
Relaxation Processes." ‘

$40,160 has been received from the Wellcome Trust
for the department of Physiology for the purpose of pur-
chasing equipment needed to pursue neurophysiological
research to be undertaken primarily by Professor R. Porter.

$12,000 has been received from the Trustees of the
William Buckland Foundation. The money will be used for
the installation of closed circuit equipment in the cir-
cular lecture theatre block.

v The department of Electrical Engineering has re-
ceived three transformers, specially built to their spec-
ification by Wilson Electric Transformer Co. Pty. Ltd. and
donated by the owner Mr. J. Wilson. The value of the gift
is $480. '

The Reserve Bank of Australia has approved a grant
of $34,266 for the purchase of an Electron Microscope plus
attachments and installation costs for use in connection
with the project "Light, Electron Microscopic and Pharma-
cological Studies on the Reproductive System of Sheep" to
be undertaken by Dr., D.G. Silva, department of Anatomy.

The department of Classical Studies has received a

number of photographs of Greek and Roman antiquities from
Miss K.M. Alexander and her sister, from Hawthorn.
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GIFTS (cont.)
Professor E. Hille, University of Oregon, has

given a typewriter and a Jjug to the research students in
the department of Mathematics.

STAFF ARRIVALS

Dr. A. Ghosal - Senior Lecturer in Mathematics -
graduated B.Sc. at Patna University, M.Sc. at Calcutta in
1948 and was awarded a Ph,D. by Calcutta University in
1963; his thesis was entitled "Contributions to the .
Theory of Dams." Dr. Ghosal was head of the Statistics
Department of the Central Fuel Research Institute for
four years and since 1963 has been a member of the Research
Survey and Planning Organization of the Council of Scien-
tific and Industrial Research, New Delhi. Dr. Ghosal is
married, with three children. '

Dr. J.M, Haslam - Senior Teaching Fellow in
Biochemistry - graduated B.A. (Hons) in 1964 and D.Phil.
in 1967 from Oxford University. Since 1964 he has held
an M.R.C, scholarship at Oxford, and at the School of
Molecular Sciences, Warwick. Dr. Haslam has had two
papers published. Dr. Haslam is married.

Mr., H. Redner - Lecturer in Politics - graduated
B.A. (Hons) in 1959 and M.A. in 1962 at Melbourne Univer-
sity and is completing his thesis for a Ph,D. at London
University, entitled "Varieties of Perception." Mr.
Redner carried out independent research at Oxford during
1964-65, and on his return to Australia was appointed to
a post-doctoral Research Fellowship at Adelaide, a post he
held for two years. Before coming to Monash he was part-
time tutor at Melbourne University. Mr. Redner is single.

Dr. M.E. Redwood - Senior Teaching Fellow in
Chemistry - graduated B.Sc. (Hons) from the University of
Western Ontario in 1963 and was awarded the Ph.D. at the
same University in 1966; his thesis was entitled "Synthesis
and Studies of some Perfluoroalkoxides." His current re-
search is in synthesis and studies of some organo-magnesium
compounds. Dr. Redwood is single.
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STAFF_ARRIVALS (cont.)

Dr. B. Ritchie - Senior Lecturer in Medicine -
graduated M.B., B.S. at Melbourne University in 1956.
After a period as Registrar at Melbourne hospitals, Dr.
Ritchie spent a year as Registrar in the Department of
Respiratory Diseases, University of Edinburgh, and a
little over a year as Nuffield Fellow at King's College
Hospital, London, before taking up his Research Fellowship
at the Cardiovascular Research Institute, University of
California. His present research interests are in the
patho-physiology of pulmonary oedema, and the effect of
thyroid hormone on chemoreceptor activity and lung com-
pliance in man. Dr. Ritchie is single.

HOUSE FOR SALE

Four bedroomed B.,V, house one year old, one mile
from Monash on corner site of quiet court; three bedrooms
with built-in wardrobes, cupboards everywhere, living-
kitchen with wall oven, oil heating, carport, garden
completed including drives and paths, venetian blinds
and flyscreens etc. $17,000. Contact A. Williams,
extension 2944 or 544-5982.

WANTED TO RENT

Impoverished Teaching Fellow and wife will rent or
mind house or flat from January lst. Highest references.
Telephone - Scoresby (75) 97705, evenings.

First nine months of 1968, house or flat to
accommodate two adults and three children. Write to
Dr. L. Hergenhan, department of English, University of
Tasmania, Hobart.

EXCHANGE OF HOUSES

A Professor of Flinders University, Adelaide,
would ‘like to visit Melbourne with his family in the second
half of January 1968 and would like to exchange houses for
that period. Contact Mrs. Susan Gelber, 12 Norris Street,
Rowville, or telephone 75-97396.
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CARS FOR SALE

Now you, too, can —-- Our prestige in the neigh-
bourhood went up 25 per cent when my wife acquired her
Daimler. Now, with my study leave coming up, one more

lucky buyer can join the elect. 1954 Conquest, black
(gleaming jet, of course), this middle-aged aristocrat
has 81,000 miles up, is in first-rate condition, has pre-
selector gears and new battery, and costs a miserley $700
with road worthy certificate and registration to March
1968. Contact H.P, Schoenheimer, extension 2306 or
439-.99211, :

Green Volkswagen sedan (de luxe model), 1962,
56,000 miles., Contact C. Hodges, French Section, extension
2213 or 277-1710 after 5 pm. :

Volkswagen 1200 sedan 1965, white duco, 25,500
miles. New tyres. One owner (going abroad). Regularly
serviced (service book available). Seat belts. $1,100.
Ring 2811 or 560-9204, evenings. '

FOR SALE
1 boys bicycle, good condition $16.
1l four stroke Victor mower, very good condition,

$60. Contact A.C. Teague, extension 2517, 64 Marshall
Avenue, North Clayton.
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