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Q: Why did you choose Monash? 

A: Luck again. It wa~ beginning at the right 
time; I happened to be interested; and we've got 
on reasonably well ever since. 

Q: Do you prefer being at a University? 

A: Very much so. Within reason and the budget, 
you have great freedom for your research work, and 
you are constantly kept on your toes by colleagues, 
postgraduate and undergraduate students. It's 
the constant saying 'I don't know, so I'll have to 
find out' that advances your knowledge. 

Q: How about teaching? 

A: I don't teach. 

Q. 1l'h a t ? 

A: Not in the usually accepted sense of the word. 
I do my best to help peopl e to teach themselves. 
How on earth can you actually teach 250 people 
anything when you're only 1 ? You can't pour 
knowledge into people like you pour beer into a 
bucket. Acquiring knowledge has got to be worked 
at, it's hard, and often the knowledge itself is 
difficult. And you can be hung up for weeks 
seemingly on trivia. I once spent a fortnight 
chasing a lost factor of two between two author­
itative textbooks. 

Q: And where did you find it? 

A: Eventually , in my misunderstanding. 
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Q: Wouldn't it have helped if you'd had guidanc 

A: I had guidance, and good guidance too, but f 
ally, it was just a question of sorting it out b 
myself for myself. You have to understand thing 
in your own way, which can be totally different 
anyone else's. 

Q: Does that mean you don't think the lecture i 
an efficient way of communicating information? 

A: It depends. If the audience is prepared and 
sympathetic or even hostile, in the scientific 
sense - as at an international conference or a 
research seminar, to give obvious examples, it c 
be an extremely efficient way of communicating. 
But, as you know, there's a tremendous exchange 
reprints and papers between scientists. It's a b 
like the Stage - the plays and MSS survive long 
after the actors are gone. 

Q: Do you enjoy teaching ? 

A: Immensely. It keeps one alert. And I've 
never had a year where some problem hasn't emerg 
from the teaching side and carried over into re­
search. And vice-versa. You keep getting new 
questions, new problems, new points of view, whi 
all go to making you into a better researcher, a 
a bet~er lecturer. 

Q: Do you enjoy research? 

A: Well, there are times when the frontiers of 
science in your corner seem more likely to fall 
you than to be pushed back; but you keep bangin 
your head against the wall, in the hope that the 
wall will give way, not because it's so lovely 
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