
The Monash psychologists found that a 
"tilted vision" effect persisted for as long 
as 15 minutes after the observer returned 
to an upright position. 

This effect was additional to the 
shorter-term "spatial after-effect" noted 
by other researchers and is thought to 
be an illusion resulting from the "in­
correct" learning during exposure to the 
tilted environment. Such findings have 
obvious implications for the gravity-free 
tilted environment of a space capsule. 

.Another well-known visual illusion is 
that vertical lines appear longer than 
horizontal ones of equal length . Miss G. 
C. Avery and Professor Day have estab­
lished the basis of this misjudgernent. 
They first disproved a previous, long­
held explanation based on the elliptical 
shape of the normal field of vision by 
showing that the illusion persisted in 
darkness when only illuminated lines 
were visible. They then went on to show 
that it is the orientation of a line relative 
to the retina that causes over-estimation 
of the vertical length . In other words, 
this particular illusion is due to an in­
built structural characteristic of the 
human eye. If the observer is horizontal, 
then the horizontal line, not the vertical, 
appears longer. 

It is also well established that the speed 
of vertically moving objects appears 
greater than that of those moving at the 
same speed horizontally. Miss Avery 
found that this illusion is not, as was 
thought, simply a result of over-estimat­
ing vertical distance. The illusion of 
faster vertical speed disappeared when 
observers lay horizontally . Apparently 
the illusion results from the interaction 
of impulses from several sources, particu­
larly those from the balancing system of 
the ear. 

Another graduate student in the De­
partment, Mr. T. S. Wong, is studying 
an illusion involving the upwards or 
downwards slant of objects with a 
visually similar horizontal outline. The 
eye is confused and sometimes sees such 
objects as slanting downwards and some­
times as upwards. Mr. Wong has 
achieved "perceptual stability" by pro­
viding clues for the eye in the form of 
surface patterns. 

Third Party Law
 
Under Fire
 
The highways 

being now both very noisome and 
tedious to (ravel in and dangerous (0 

all passengers and carriages. 

- preamble to an 
English statute, 

1555 A.D . 

An alternative to the present Victorian 
third party car insurance system is pro­
posed in a thesis submitted for a Master 
of Laws degree by Mrs . Ann Lahore, a 
lecturer in the Monash University 
Faculty of Law. 

Following a three -year study of the 
laws operating in Victoria and elsewhere, 
she concluded that proof of negligence 
is not a satisfactory criterion for resolv­
ing the claims of road accident victims. 
Victims must prove negligence and this 
disqualifies both the vast number injured 
in accidents in which negligence either 
does not occur or cannot be established, 
and drivers involved in one-car accidents. 
Thus the present law fails to compensate 
a substantial proportion of those injured. 

Criticism of compensation through 
action for negligence is widespread in 
many countries. Sir John Barry, a mem­
ber of the Supreme Court of Victoria, 
stated recently "Within the field of com­
pensating victims of automobile acci­
dents , it can be asserted with no fear of 
contradiction that the common law has 
failed; that the conceptions which the 
law involves are inadequate and out­
dated, and that the methods it uses to 
determine the questions that do arise do 
no credit to the judges and the legal 
profession". 

The present Victorian law is placing a 
tremendous burden on the courts. The 
Attorney-General stated recently that 
there was a backlog of some 1,000 acci­
dent cases awaiting trial by jury in the 
Supreme Court. Many more cases are 
settled out of court, but often only after 
protracted delay , hardship, and expense 
for the victims. From the figures avail­
able, it appears that legal costs averaged 

17.3% of the income [rom Victorian 
third-party premiums in 1966-67. This 
was about twice the cost of all medical 
and hospital fees incurred by the injured. 

The third -party law introduced in Vic­
toria in 1939 improved the previous 
situation by ensuring that finance was 
available from an insurance fund for 
victims who could prove negligence; pre­
viously damages were often not recover­
able because of incapacity to pay . Mrs. 
Lahore examined the operation of the 
Act in considerable detail in relation both 
to cases that went to court and to the 
manner in which accident victims were 
compensated through settlements out of 
court. 

Antiquated 

She concluded that the negligence 
action is not a satisfactory method 
resolving the claims of road accic .c 
victims. The present system of awarding 
compensation, she says, "is both anti­
quated and inappropriate". Critics of 
the third-party system argue that the law 
should aim at compensating any person 
injured, whether or not the injury is 
caused by another's fault. 

After reviewing a number of alterna­
tive methods for compensating motor car 
accident victims, some of which are 
already in use overseas, Mrs. Lahore 
outlined a scheme that meets most of 
the objections raised against them . She 
envisages a complete overhaul of the 
present third-party system and abolition 
of proof of fault as a prerequisite to 
compensation. 

The cost of a system based on proof 
of loss instead of proof of another's 
fault would be met by compulsory 
insurance, administered either by the gov­
ernment or by insurance companies. If 
the cost should prove greater than present 
third-party premiums can cover, the 
short-fall could be met by government 
subsidy possibly raised by such measures 
as higher fines for traffic offences or in­
creased driving licence fees. In return, 
everybody in the community would re ­
ceive fair compensation for road 
accidents whether they be drivers, 
passengers or pedestrians. Mrs. Lahore 
presented the scheme in considerable 
detail as an appendix to her thesis. 
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