
years by Mr. K . J . Atkins . He will be 
present in the lecture theatre after (he 
recorded material is run ; personal con­
tact between teacher and students will 
also be achieved by means of tutorials 
and practical classes based on the lecture . 

Many of the advantages of using 
recorded lectures result from the better 
quality of presentation and the more ex­
tensive and imaginative use of illustrative 
material woven into the lecture fabric by 
modern television or film techniques . 
Repeated use of all or part of the tapes 
over several years compensates for the 
longer time involved in lecture prepara­
tion. But Monash educational researchers 
point out that the recording method is 
only suitable for particular types of 
material and courses . 

Editing an engineering lecture recorded 
0/1 videotape. 

The variety of modern teaching tech­
niques and audio-visual aids now avail­
able can each be used to advantage in 
particular circumstances. In some situa­
tions, the traditional personally presented 
lecture is still preferred; in others 
supplementary aids can clarify and em­
phasize . while in yet other situations the 
teaching workload can be lightened for 
both teacher and student through im­
personal presentation by videotape, film, 
teaching machine, books based on pro­
grammed learning, or other teaching 
aids. 

The Audio-visual Aids Unit, headed 
by Mr. E. C. J. Snell, helps all University 
Departments and undertakes occasional 
educational assignments for outside 
bodies : a two-part programme entitled 
"How to succeed in examinations", made 
last year in association with a com­
mercial television station, was an out­

standing success and the station replayed 
it twice at the request of student viewers. 

The Medical and Education Faculties 
were the first to make extensive use of 
videotape and television . For example, 
one early project condensed the high­
lights of a demonstration of neuro­
muscular responses, which occupied a 16­
hour day in the physiology laboratory, 
into a 40-minute videotape programme 
for medical students . 

Videotape is proving particularly use­
ful in teacher training. The mobile TV. 
unit tapes selected lessons at schools 
and these serve as material for exam pie 
and criticism in practical teaching 
tutorials at the university; the traditional 
system of trainee students sitting in at 
school classes is far more tirne-consum­
ing and is often less efficient. 

Novel Examination 

The technique was used last year in a 
project designed by Miss Jill Maling of 
the Australian Council for Education 
Research to examine students studying 
methods of teaching English . Mr. H. P. 
Schoenheimer arranged to give a lesson 
to 15-year-oJds at a Victorian high 
school, in the course of which he made 
deliberate errors in teaching and presen­
tation. The lesson was videotaped, 
analysed by a panel of Monash education 
tutors, and run on television screens as a 
"visual stimulus" and background to 
correlated questions set on the examina­
tion paper. 

An interesting outcome of this project 
was that anum ber of students subse­
quently telephoned the Monash Educa­
tion Department to express apprecia' 
of the innovation in examination meth-, .... . 

In another co-operative videotape pro­
ject with the Higher Educational Re­
search Unit, recordings of lectures and 
seminar tal ks are played back to the staff 
mern bers concerned. This enables them 
to check and discuss their presentation 
with education specialists . The project 
ha s been very effective in helping staff to 
improve their teaching and the demand 
for this service is expected to increase . 

The Higher Education Research Unit 
comprises Professor S. S. Dunn (Direc­
tor) and Senior Fellows Mr. J . C. Clift 
and Dr. N. J . Ryan. The services of the 
unit are available to all Departments to 
assist in preparing lectures and to advise 
on educational methods appropriate to 
the solution of course problems . 

The Unit is a source of advanced edu­
cational skills for the academic staff. In 
the long term, its acti vities, including 
research, should be reflected in greater 
efficiency and a general improvement in 
the level of teaching at the University . 
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