
Robert Blackwood Hall 
Thanks to the generosity of some 2,000 friends of the University 

and to matching grants from the Victorian and Commonwealth 
governments, Monash now has a "Great Hall". 

The hall se rves as a focal point for 
academ ic, teaching and cultural activi­
ties within the University and provides 
for the first time a concert and public 
hall for communities in the south-eastern 
subur bs of Melbourne . 

Tbe 1,345-seat auditorium is a mag­
nifieent setting for activities ranging from 
academic ceremonies, such as the con­
ferring of degrees, to performances by 
symphony orchestras. The varying acous­
tic needs of a wide range of uses arc 
catered for by a specially designed sys­
tem of movable curtains. An ele vated 
ramp provides access to the stage fr om 
the rear of the auditorium. 

Associated facilitie s, which include the 
adjoining foyer, ha ve a number of poten­
tial uses, such as examinations, recep­
tions and exhibitions. The decor of the 
hall is dominated hy a 24ft. diameter 
sta ined gla ss window created by the re­
nowned Victorian artist, Leonard French. 
Likened to a huge sun , it represents the 
ceaseless momentum of creation . 

The hall was designed by Sir Ro y 
Grounds. 
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His goal was a multi-purpose 
providing, on the one hand, 
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ideal conditions for speech and, on the 
other, for orchestral mu sic. At the same 
time , it had to provide an appropria te 
atmosphere for ceremonial occasions such 
as academic processions. Sir Roy achieved 
these objectives and created a building 
that must rank among the great university 
hall s of the world. 

The hall was opened officiall y on June 
19 , by Sir Robert Blackwood after whom 
it was named . Introducing Sir Robert , the 
Chancellor, Sir Douglas Menzies, said 
that the naming of the hall was a worthy 
recognition of Sir Robert Blackwood's 
con trib ution to the university as Chair­
man of the Interim Council and first 
Ch ancellor of Monash . Under his 
vigoro us leadership, Monasb had been 
devel oped from a barren site in an im­
pressively short time. From a staff of 57 
and a student body of 363 at its opening 
in 1961, the University had grown to a 
sta ff of 2,300 and 11,000 stu dents today. 

In opening the Hall, Sir Robert 
Blackwood stressed the need for a uni­
versity eentre-a meeting place where 
formal ceremonies could be held, where 
speakers could expound their scholarship 
in public, where music, drama and other 
cultural activities could be indulged in. 

Monash Uni versity Chancellor, Sir 
Douglas M enzies, addres sing the 1,200 

guests at the official opening of 
Robert Blackwood Hall. 

Such a centre would serve to remind 
participant s of the objects and ideal s for 
which a University existed and of the 
achievements of those who had gone 
before. 

Furthermore, said Sir Robert, the hall 
was required to sa tisfy the intellectual 
needs of the surrounding community. It 
would provide a forum for lectures f 

public interest and to bring music, dr.,_ _u 
and other cultural activities to the com­
munity at large . 

After thanking Sir Robert for opening 
the Hall, the Vice-Chancellor, Dr. 
J. A. L. Matheson, reviewed some cur­
rent policies and described the rapid 
progress of Monash from its beginnings 
to a world-recognized centre of learning 
within ten years. 

For the future , Dr. Matheson said he 
expected that further inter-disciplinary 
centres, similar to the South-East Asian 
centre described in this issue of M onash, 
would be developed. Subjeets in mind 
included the neurosciences, environmen­
tal s tudies, and business re search . 

Dr. Matheson also saw Monash de­
veloping as a cultural and intellectual 
centre for the fast-growing south-eastern 
sector of Melbourne. "I have a vision of 
a time when ... people have formed the 
habit of coming here regularly, for edu­
cation, [or enlightenment, for interest, 
and for sheer entertainment." 


