
SOCIAL SCIENCE FOR SCHOOLS
 
The social sciences have been a mloor 

part of Australian education until reo 
cently, but have grown rapidly with the 
establishment of a number of depart­
ments, particularly in newer universities 
such as Monash. One consequence of that 
development has been an upsurg~ of in­
terest in the subject in secondary schools. 

That interest was highlighted by a 
UNESCO seminar on the teacbing of 
social science in secondary schools, held 
at Burwood Teachers College, Melbourne 
in September, 1967 . In turn many other 
developments bave ensued, not the least 
of which is a curriculum development 
project in social science education under­
taken by Dr. F . J. Hunt and his colleagues 
in the Faculty of Education at Monash. 

Launcbed late in 1967 with support 
from the Victorian Education Depart­
ment and the Myer Foundation, the pro­
ject was undertaken to work on three 
major objectives : 

• Analyse social	 science disciplines and 
identify characteristics which could be 
used in developing curricula. 

•	 Devise a model or framework for 
bringing contributions of those discip­
lines together in an integrated subject 
that could be taught in scbools. 

• Identify	 and examine problems that 
arise when people work across these 
disciplines . 

The analysis of disciplines and the de­
vising of a model or framework were un­
dertaken with assistance from members 
of the social science departments. This 
provided an unusualIy representative 
working group and one that could have 
been formed only at Monash, where each 
of the main disciplines was represented in 
a department. 

Subsequently, a number of trial units 
based on the framework were developed 
and taught in schools. Based on simple 
acts of behaviour, more complex forms 
of interactions between people, still more 
complex forms of activity in which people 
engage, and the behaviour of people in 
different types of groups in different spa­
tial and temporal contexts, tbe units were 
arranged to provide a sequential and 
cumulatively developing programme. 

The preparation, teacbing and evalua­
tion of units in the classroom brought to 
light a number of obstacles that impede 
-tbe development of curricula in social 
science education in Australia. One is tbe 
lack of people with expertise in the 
'newer' social science disciplines and par-
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ticularly of those trained in such com­
binations as economics and anthropology, 
sociology and geography, or anthropology 
and biology. A second involves teaching 
about attitudes and values; this is a most 
sensitive area and teachers who have con­
siderable professional competence and 
who are sensitive to issues involved are 
essential. A third is a need for school 
social science centres with adequate 
laboratory resources. 

One point of interest is that the experi­
ence of working in an interdisciplinary 
group is stimulating and rewarding, and 
readily attracts people of considerable 
competence in their area of specialisation. 
Possibly this outcome is conditional upon 
a recognition of the complementary 
nature of the social sciences and the ad­
ditional power of an integrated, as distinct 
from a single-discipline, approach. 

Tbe work of the project has been de­
scribed by Dr. Hunt and several of his 
colleagues in a paperback, Social Science 
and the School Curriculum, published 
earlier this year by Angus and Robertson. 

Work is also continuing-this time on 
a more detailed examination and analysis 
of inquiry strategies and techniques of 
the social sciences and involving a review 
of the role of social science inquiry in 
society. This new undertaking is being 
financed by a grant from the Australian 
Advisory Committee on Research and 
Development in Education. 

Observation of the 'peck order' in a flock of poultry provides social scien ce 
students with practical experience in studying social behaviour. 

PREVIOUS ISSUES 
'Lim Ited quu.nt.l t.Ies of previoos. tseuce 

of i\IO".ASH a,roe !'itill a.vo.ilo·ble. The 
foUowing if9 no list of subject.8 covered: 

1.	 N e w lead o n d ia be tes : R eae u.rch e.tds
 
New Gnin ea e d uca tio n; D esign tor
 
wtn oa.
 

2.	 Sav in g s tee l a nd co ncre te : D'lag n os tn g
 
physic s f a-nils ; P rogramm ed Iearntng
 
p a ys o ft; C tg-a .r-et te s mok e un d er
 
sc r u t i n y . 

3.	 GI"OW lh a n d ferll U tv : Waat.es Lnt o
 
W e s ternpnrt ; Tractng d emand Ln bust ..
 
n es s ; Migrant lnn g ua.g e problems.
 

4.	 Lt f e in Inland waters; Co mnute r s-e-c, 
se rve, t ea ch; Psvcho lo g lats look e. 
Hl u sj on : T hi r d Pc.r tv law under fire. 

5.	 Pow er a t h alf 0. mttuor, volts ; Re­

tr-l g era. tn r nears a be o f u te ze ro; Inle r­

t e r-n u t tone.I trad e; Stndents he l p Abo­

r lg mu l mtn e r s ; J'o evs from a n ' e x ti n c t'
 
wa ll a by .
 

6.	 T ra nsfer ce u s tn whe a t ; l{over" craft 
o r bee t" r oad s?; Surgeo n Ln V'Ie t n a.rn : 
N ew tec 'nn tqu es r oc lec tu re rs . 

7.	 Sk i n o 'na nges m ont to r s leep; B ac k ­

ground t o s h a r e p r-tce s : C h eu pe r bends
 
t OL" w ater p lp e l tn ea ; Sc h oo ls u s e Lb e
 
co m putc r; An ci ent flsh , fle a s and
 
f eath ers.
 

8.	 l\:1U 6 lC of th e Aborfg ln es ; C ont.roj b y
 
ftu ld po w er; No v e l e ffluen t t r eatmen t ;
 
M edic al ce n t r-e will be um q ue : D e ­

c od ln g braln s tg n a ta .
 

9.	 H e pa titf s de feat nearer ; Relieving
 
we ld »t rasses : Why b le.ctcber-et es are
 
h ard to kill; An t- e a.ters le a rn ras t .
 

HI.	 A cc n c ret.e pro b lem s ol ved; Soc to io ­
gi st s study a sn burb : Sc a le a n d pro­
d u c tivi ty ; QuestIon c h o ice can m ls ­
lead ; Ecol ogy for te chnologists ; L aw 
and c red i t In Asi a. 

1] . I od ine e j tmtn a .tee e n dem ic cr-attntsm ; 
Progress on diabete s tre at.m e nt: Qu ota 
so tu t io n f OT d atrv tng : Law enrorc e­
m eot un r e.tr t o Abortg tn es ; Invention 
cu ts pho n e ec ho. 

1 2.	 Com p u te r help f or h ospl ca ts : 
M ecb a ur c s o f I'i.vlng t ieau e ; S ig h t a n d 
so u nd fr om left and right. 

13.	 A c a.d emtc s lo ok a t S- E AsI a ; N otse 
an d t he r oetus : D esl cc a.n r bed s store 
h eat; Robert Blackw ood Hall. 

Co p ies-at 20c ea c h - may b e or dered 
fro m : Tho Information Office. Monash 
University, Clayton , VIc. 3168. Plcn.se 
enclose 7c stamp for po.ttllre. 


