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What makes the Australian members 
of the order Plecopter a so interesting? 
The reason is that they and the species 
in New Z ealand and southern South 
America are more primitive tban in the 
northern hemisphere. 

A study of the Australi an species is 
theref ore exp ected to shed a little more 
light o n suc h complex matters as tbeir 
plae e in th e story of evolution, the theory 
of con tine nta l dri ft , and Au stral ia 's age 
and long isolation. 

A cur ious non-event happened when 
H ynes and Zwick , accompa nied by Dr. 
W. D. Williams, Reader in Zoology, 
went recently to the H arvey and Serpen­
tine Rivers, sou th of Perth, to seek speci­
mens of a particular species that h ad not 
been recorded for half a century . 

Enderle in, cu rator of the mu seum in 
Stettin, was represented in the S.W. 
Au str alian Expedition from Hamburg in 
1904 . On th e H ar vey and Serpentine 
Rivers they found a new spec ies of stone 
fly, which he named Leptoperla anstralica. 

Tillyard , the great Australian ento­
mologist , ob served it in the area a t Bol­
gonup in 1922, bu t collected no speci ­
mens. 

Enderlein's original specimens of 1904 , 
the type material of the spe cies, still 
remain in their phials of alcohol : two at 
Hamburg, and on e removed fro m S ten in 
to Warsaw in the seco nd world war. 

But the M onash party in 1972 found 
none On the original sites or in the a rea . 
The sites are there but not th e habi tat of 
cool running water: the streams hav e been 
dammed , so th at flow is reduced and 
temperature raised . 

The question is whether the species 
has been lost for ever. The Monash ex­
pert s are non-committal on the slight 
evid en ce of the ir rec ent visit . It would 
take a lot of careful sea rch ing to decide 
the poin t. M embers of "los t species" ha ve 
been known to reappear. 

Me anwhile H ynes, in his explorat ion s, 
found a t least on e, po ssibly two , new 
spec ies of stone flies in eas tern V ic tor ia; 
while Zwi ck , with in thr ee months of 
arr iving from Germa ny, claims to have 
added nine new spec ies to the seven or 
eight thousand Au stralian species in the 
order Diptera-the two-wing ed flies. 

Evidently Australia 's fauna ha s not yet 
been fuHy explored. 
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SUI(ARNO: "1
 

Sukarno of Indonesia described him­
self as a revolutionary figure-a man in 
love with the "romanticism of revolution". 

" I am fas cina ted by it ," Su karno said. 
"I am completely abso rbed by it. I am 
cr azed , I am ob sessed by th e romanticism 
of revolution ." 

Professor J. D. Legge, of Monash's his­
tory dep artment , brought out this essen­
t ial point in a long and detail ed study 
of the late President Su karno, famous in 
the 50s and 60s as Indonesia' s turbulent 
but much loved leader. 

Legge, whose specialty is South Eas t 
Asian history, has stud ied Indonesia an d 
therefore Suka rn o for the last 20 years; 
he has visi ted the country some eight or 
ten tim es, and has a passable kn owledge 
of the languag e. 

With that background, it is not sur­
prising that Legge should have been in­
vited to wr ite a pol itical biography of 
Sukarno in Penguin's ser ies of polit ical 
lead er s in the 20 th century. The book, 
Sukarno: A Political Biography, is in the 
pr ess and will be published next month. 

Legge do es not claim to have wr itte n 
a definit ive biogr aph y; it is too ea r ly for 
tha t, he says, sin ce his subject died only 
two yea rs ago. 

Nevertheless, he has had access to a 
good deal of local material. F irs t, the 
newspap er s over 50 years, for Suka rn o 
enjoyed a "press" fr om the age of 20, 
when as a student and gr aduat e of engin­
eering and a rchitec ture h e began h is 
politics of revolution agains t the Dutch. 

" am crazed 
Then Suk arno's own pu blished writings, 

in cluding a "g hosted" a utobiogra p hy pub­
lished in 1965 : inter esting, says Legge, 
but saying wh at Sukarno belie ved, or 
wh at he wanted to be believed , about a 
"ma n of destiny". Legge believes that 
Suk arno's acco unt of him self her e does 
less than ju stice to him : in portraying 
himself as always right , it misses his 
polit ical r esource and ing enuity. 

Then ther e wer e Legge's person al in­
ter views with those close to Suk arno , 
those wh o worked with him as well as 
tho se who opposed him-interv iews that 
yielded det ails an d, of co urse, colou r 

Legge was not given access to 
nesian government files, nor to any ' 
pap er s th at Sukarno may have left 
h istorian, such lacunae woul d be u, 
pointing, to say the least. 

Sukarno h as to be seen as a na tion alist 
leader of a people deepl y divided e thn i­
cally, eco no mically, and geographically 
(cover ing some 3000 islandsl), 

Protective charisma 
H e was a com manding spea ker-in th e 

s tyle of Demo sth en es rehears ing with a 
pebbl e in h is mouth, he pr act ised spee ch 
ma ki ng as a schoolboy and stud ent-and 
a great ch armer who co uld per suad e even 
his enem ies to like h im and work with 
him. An d he enjoyed a cha ris ma th at ,,- ­
ven ted any swif t ac tion aga inst him ...... 
he was even tua lly squeezed out. 

At no stage did he wield the po 
exert the ru thlessness of a Hitl er; h . _,' 
claimed tha t he was not a dictator. r .. .__ 

all, Suk arno was a civ ilian, not back ed by 
the arm y. It was Suharto th e gen er al who 
even tua lly h ad the power. 

Then ther e were the ladies; as Legge 
points out , Sukarno's married life-or 
lives-could not be described as conven­
tion al. 

And his absurd titles: President for L ife, 
Grea t Leader of the Revolution , Bearer 
of the Me ssage of the People's Suffering, 
and so forth . 

H e was displ aced in 1965 , confined to 
hi s hou se in 1968, and di ed in 197 0; nOW, 
he seem s to ha ve pa ssed into obli vion . As 
one Indonesian spo kes ma n sa id, "W ith 
Sukarno's death, the Sukarno problem is 
nOW solved" . 

Not accor ding to Legge : Sukarno is, 
and, in W est ern eyes a t least , has always 
been a subjec t of controversy; historians 
will argue ov er hi s virtues and vices for 
a long tim e to come. 
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