
But what about the culture' s rejection 
of the retarded, the ostrac i sm , the 
parental and soc ia l attitudes? 

Neale agrees that we must modify 
soc ial attitudes , so that the hand icapped 
child is quickly rec ognised and provided 
with remedial treatment. And we must 
sen siti se the com m un i ty to new level s 
of acceptance of the handicapped, so as 
to admit them to the regular opportunities 
of becoming socialised and of gain ing 
employment. 

While on soc ia I rejection 01 the han­
dicapped, one may ask why the normal 
kindergarten ch i ld ren don't also re ject the 
" d iff erent " child. Neale points out that in 
free play they might reje ct the child , but 
in the Centre the program employs indi­
v idual and creative teaching that puts 
no emphasis on com pet it ion. The group 
therefore sees the spec iaI chi ld as just 
one of th em . 

Conversely, to keep handicapped chil­
dren together, as in many institutions, 
cuts off st im ulat io n fr om their peers : 
the children are committed not only to 
the in stitution but to confirmed retarda­
tion . 

As t o a m ore sympathetic and more 
sensible response from the culture , Neale 
reports much recent enlightenment, espe­
cia Ily in the USA, where in 1962 Presi­
dent John Kennedy set in train what was 
to become the President's Committee on 
Retardation. Ma ri e Neale addres sed that 
committee in Hawaii recently. 

Another st irnuIus has come from the 
recent US federal legislation on civil 
rights , under whi ch the citizen 's rights 
cannot be abridged-for exam p le, by ex­
cluding a child from regul ar schoo l on 
the ground of his being declared " re­
tarded " , while at the sam e time failing 
to provide a special place for him. 

On the one hand, the legality 01 label­
ling someone as retarded, and thereby 
ab ridg i ng his educationa I rights, has been 
questioned and successfully tested in the 
US courts . On the other, some are now 
proud to say they are handicapped be­
cause, of right , they can enjoy special 
services that are bett er in som e places 
than those available to the normal popu­
lation. 

Neale , just returned from the Fifth 
Internati onal Congress on mental retarda­
tion in Montreal, has been appointed the 
only non-departmental member of the 
ministerial committee of enquiry into 
spe cia I edu cation in Victoria . 

She is optimistic about the outcome 
of that committee because, after years 
of uncarta in and fragmented approaches 
to special education, the climate of 
opinion and the improved technology are 
now highly favourable. 

KNOWLEDGE
 
A university library i s more than a me re 

collection of books , it is an active part 
of the learning process. 

According to Mrs . Ja cqueline Baillie, 
librarian of Monash's biomedical library , 
scientific libraries shou Id be thought of 
not so much as a repository of inviolate 
knowledge in the established text books , 
but as a record of change in the scien­
tific paper s. 

Toda y, in all field s, especially in 
science and te chnology, the number of 
journals is vast and in creasing. On the 
main campu s and at the tea ching hos­
pitals, Monash 's biomedical library sub ­
scri bes to some 2000 journals . These 
are current working journa Is, not arch ives ; 
th ough The Lancet runs bac k to 1860. 

The increasing number of journa Is and 
their paper s makes them increasingly 
difficult to cope w ith . If you kn ow the 
identification of a paper you are looking 
for-e--a t lea st the author or titl e, wh ich 
journal , what date-you can find it in 
the shelves: that is the easy part o f it. 

8 ut if. for exa rnple, you want t o f ind 
the paper s on a given topic, to search the 
journals one by one, vol. by vol . , is a 
daunting ta sk: a sta ckful of journal s by 
themselves is virtuall y inaccessible . 

To know how 10 keep up with informa ­
tion when you want it , is to know how 

to use the modern indexes , with th eir 
elaborate cro ss-references- - each paper 
entered by three or more key -word s, as 
well as by author. 

The biomedical library subscribe s, for 
example , to Scien ce Citation Inde x from 
USA at $3000 a year , and Biological 
Abstrects at $600 a year. 

Index Med icu s is a computeris ed af ­
fair, printed out monthly and recompiled 
annually . The tapes from whi ch it is 
camp i led also reco rd other information 
which it is not p ract icab le- th rough 
mere size-to pr int out in the Index. Yet 
Index Medicus covers onl y 2400 (repeal 
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2400) of the 30 or 40 thousand current 
periodi cals in all field s. 

The tape s for the Index form the data 
base of the Medical Literature Analysis 
and Retrieval System (MEOLARS). A 
copy of th ese tapes is held at the National 
Library, Canberra, to which Monash li­
brary has access . Through it. it is possible 
to search a file of some 600 ,000 citations, 
Which is being added to at the rate of 
100,000 a year . 

Th e great question in the learning pro­
cess in medicine and in the biological 
sciences , is how to in troduce the Stu­
dents, the future pract it ioners , to come 
10 terms with informat ion that is both 
vi tal to their profession s ' and to th eir 
patients). and that changes so quickly ­
is so soon superseded , rend ered already 
out of date by the time each new work 
i s publi shed . 

So the biomedical library is to the 
medical faculty one of the laboratories , 
taken in second year , with tu lorials and 
bibliographi c assignments that send the 
students sea rch ing through the indexes , 
and from th e ind exes to the jou rna Is, and 
in the journals to the papers them selves 
and their references to preceding work s. 

A valuable " key " paper, turn ed up in 
such a search , may be used as the basi s 
of further search in Sc ience Citation 
Ind ex, to f ind out who has cited tha t 
particula r paper in th e years follOWing its 
publication . 

For example , in 1941 N . M . Gr egg , a 
Sydney medico , pub l ished a paper in 
Tran sact ions of the Ophthalmological 
Soci ety of Au stralia , which for the fir st 
time linked congenital cataract in an in ­
fant with the fact that the mother had 
suffered German measles du r ing the preg ­
nancy . 

Thirty years later. that epoch-m ak ing 
paper is still being qu oted by other 
authors . The extract from Science Cita ­
tion Index reproduced here identifies 28 
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papers wr itten in 1971 that cited Gre( 
(1941) as a ref erenc e. 

Jacqueline Baill ie points out thet good 
supporting back runs of the major jour­
nals are needed, not for the sake of 
arch ives, but because each new t echn ica l 
advance calls for a re -examination of 
past work that cou Id go back into last 
century . 

Nor , with its 60 thousand books , is.the 
library a collector of rare editions--it is 
happy to do w ith reprints. The library of 
medical history is the special interest of 
the Un iv ersity of Melbourne . 

Mrs. Baillie, in \ 9 69 . attend ed the 
internat iona I conference of medica I I i­
brarian s at Amsterdam, with 1000 del e­
gates ; in the course of her tour she 
visited 80 sc ience and m edical libraries. 

Ano ther member of the bi omedical 
library staff , the ho spital librarian, Mrs. 
Fay Baker at th e Alfred Hospita l , has 
been seconded to the World Hea lth 0 r ­

gani sation to ad vise on a l ibrary for the 
departm ent of health in the Philippines, 
and on sett ing up the med i cal l ib rary at 
the University of the South Pacific, in 
Fiji. 

Pr ro l ed by Brown Prio r Aode rson 
(or MonQ~ h Urnv arsrtv, M elbourne 
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