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ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES FLOAT
 
Monash's postgraduate course in en­

vironmental science began in March 
this year w ith 58 starters, 18 doing it 
full-time in two years; the rest , taking 
time off from their gainful employment. 
will take up to five years to finish the 
course. 

The course is open to graduates in 
almost any faculty, subject to selection by 
a board of studies established for the 
purpose of controlling the degr ee, Master 
of Environmenta I Science. 

The id ea is to provide environmental 
'dep th in the field of one 's professiona I in­
terest. for example in engineering , 
chem istr y, zoology, law, socio logy ; and 
breadth by acquaintance with as many 
other disciplines as possible-some pres ­
cribed, others chosen. 

Of the nearly 30 courses offered , 
candidates will do , say, eight to ten units 
in first year, four or five un its and a minor 
thesis in second year, 

The offered courses range in interest 
from chemistry to economic s, from air, 
water and soil to wildlife management, 
wastes and noise. 

Dr, E, H, M, Ealey, senior lecturer 
in zoology, is in charge of the course ; 
Professor J . W . Warren of zoology is 
chairman of the board of studies. By 
rearrangement of duties, specialists from 
atl over the university will pro vide the 
material for the course--a substantial 
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exer cise in co-operation and organisa tion . 
In that sense , the study of the environment 
on the campus will reflect the operations 
on the environment in politics and society. 

Among those who are returning to their 
stud ies in th is course, the 14 engineers 
and three arch ite ct planners range from 
new graduates to men in government de­
partments and consultants' offices, and 
one deputy sh ire engineer . 

Twenty-three come from the general 
area of science, and 18 from the human­
it ies- including one lawyer, a practising 
barrister , 

Ages range from early twenties to m id 

Student guides 
Last year more than 1000 visitors 

came to Monash, just to see it, and to 
see it at work (quite apart, that is, from 
Open Day, when some 15,000 visited 
us). 

They came in groups, the parents ' 
clubs, in twos and threes, and in singles, 
the ov ers eas visitors. 

To show them round in an intelligent 
way , we have a team of student guides, 
15 or 20 volunteers, informed but in­
formal , who can be called on outside the 
hours of their academic commitments . 

On average, each guide does about 

4 

40s . The engineers are men, the rest 
abcut equally divided between men and 
women ; a husband and wife (engin eer 
and biologi st) have t.eamed for the 
course. 

Field work includes projects a 
Western Port Bay , Port Phillip Bay, the 
proposed Newport power house . 

It is fair to say that at Mona sh, and 
at other universities in Au stralia, in­
terested professional s are taking seriously 
the methods of studying the environment 
and of anal ysing man 's effect on it. 

The effort is based on the assump­
tion that it is high time, but not too 
Jate. 

two rounds a month, just for the pleasure 
of it; they are paid only for the 10 hours 
of duty on Open Day. 

The idea of student gu ides came to 
the Vice-Chancellor on visits to campuses 
in the USA, The guides were first re­
cruited at Monash in 1967. 

Readers of Monash Review should 
know that they and their friends are 
welcome to visit Monash, and enjoy the 
benefit of being shown around. Two or 
three day's notice is usually sufficient to 
secure the services of a guide. 

Enquiries should be sent to Miss 
Adrienne Holzer, administrative assistant 
to the Vice-Chancellor (544·0811 , ext . 
2002). 
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