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group of the previous study (average 
number correct 3.1 for the experimental and 
3.3 forthe control ; average number of naive 
applications of the rule set was 2.9 for the 
experimental and 2.7 for the control) . 

"It therefore appears that the approaches 
used in the first study to improve the mean­
ingful learning of skills of this type are an 
effective substitute to requiring the stu­
dents to learn related content that would 
logically appear to be necessary 
background," says West. 

Making mental 
'learn ing' bridges 

The materials used to effect meaningful 
learning are derived from a learning theory 
first proposed in 1968 by Professor David 
Ausubel, edu cational psychologist of the 
University of Chicago . They have been 
given various jargon names: advance or­
ganisers, external ' organisational aids , or 
cognitive bridges. 

The latter, devised by Professor of 
Science Education Joe Novak at Cornell 
University, is perhaps the most descriptive, 
says West. 

" W hen we learn in a meaningful way {ac­
cording to Ausubel) we relate the new learn­
ing to our existing knowledge structure," he 
explains. " We use our existing knowledge 
to 'make sense' of the new learning. 

"If a learner lacks appropriate prior know­
ledge then we need to alert him to use other 
parts of his knowledge that might also be 
effective in making sense of the new learn­
ing . 

" As Novak sees it, we need to build 'cog­
nitive' or 'm ental' bridges between the new 
learning and something that does exist in a 
student's memory. 

" In this study use was made of an analogy 
using an everyday non-chemi cal system, 
and of overviews of each new section {pre­
sented to the student immediately prior to 
the section) and continuous reminders of 
where each new section fitted into the 
general overview." 

Come to Monash 
Open Day, 1977 

VISITORS TO Monash University on 
Open Day, Saturday, August 6, will have an 
opportunity to discuss many of the univer­
sity's research projects with the personnel 
carrying them out. 

The university campus will be open be­
tween 10 a.m. and 5 p.m . During this time, a 
wide range of Monash activities will be on 
display. 
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Aboriginal centre fund
 
MONASH UNIVERSITY has established a 

memorial fund to commemorate the work 
of Dr Elizabeth Eggleston, a former director 
of the University's Centre for Research into 
Aboriginal Affairs, who died last year. 

The fund will help establish an Aboriginal 
resource centre at the University. 

The nucleus 01 the Resource Centre will 
be Dr Eggleston's collection of books, pam­
phlets, papers and other materials, which 
she left to the Centre. 

It is proposed that funds will be used to 
buy material and to engage librarians, re­
search workers and archivists as resource 
personnel. 

An appeal is also being made for dona­
tions of additional material covering the 
whole spectrum of Aboriginal affairs. 

The chairman of the Board 01 the Centre 
for Research into Aboriginal Affairs, Profes­
sor Louis Waller, Sir Leo Cussen Professor 
of Law, says that the initial cost of establish­
ing the resource centre, with a minimum 
provision for staffing, is $25,000. 

The University Council, which approved 
the appeal earlier this year, has now invited 
donations from persons interested in the 
work of the Centre and who wish to com­
memorate Dr Eggleston's work. 

Many people with whom Dr Eggleston 
had contact in other organisations have al­
ready said they wish to contribute and it's 
hoped that members of the legal profes-

This year, emphasis will be placed on 
providing opportunities for prospective 
students, parents and tea chers to meet 
academic staff at Monash. 

In addition, a team of counsellors will be 
available to assist with the problems stu­
dents face at university, such as the choice 
of faculty , adjustment to university life , the 
availability of financial assistance, accom­
modation and employment prospects. 

Despite inclement weather, more than 
20,000 people visited Monash for Open Day 
last year. 
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sian , anthropologists, social workers al"'''''''' 
academics, primary and secondary sene 
tea chers , members of the public and others 
whose work is concerned with Aboriginal 
people , and members of Aboriginal com ­
munities, w ill also respond . 

The resource centre w ill contain all man­
ner of material, including books, films, pap­
ers, and aural record ings - "everything 
upon which information and expressions of 
opinion can be recorded," Waller says. 

An accurate bibliography of the material 
w ill be prepared and circulated to other lib­
raries and potential users of the informa­
tion, such as anthropologists and social 
workers, thus encouraging the centre's use 
as a research base. 

With this in view, it is envisaged that staff 
will take material out for display to in­
terested groups - either by invitation, or to 
act as "missionaries " offering themselves 
and the use of the material to schools, col­
leges and other aud iences. 

A good deal ofthe information held atth, 
resource centre will be coded and held ir . 

computers, enabling speedy recovery of in­
formation. In physical terms, there are ad­
vantages in computer information storage 
because much of the material is rare , and it 
would otherwise be impossible to make it 
available to all who want to use it . 

" One of our chief aims is to make the 
material known to , and used by , Aboriginal 
people themselves," Waller says. 

In a personal tribute to Dr Eggleston, Wal­
ler says that at the time of her death in 
March last year, she had come to be 
acknowledged as Austral ia's foremost ex­
pert on Aborigines and the law. 

"Dr Eggleston was a lead ing figure in the 
establishment , in 1972, of the Victorian 
Aboriginal Legal Service. She worked for 
what she constantly underscored in her 
writings : the removal of those burdens and 
barriers wh ich clothe Aborigines with a les­
ser status than other, larger groups in 
Australian society. 

• The ittus tretio n IS from a prm t In Dr Eggleston 's coll ection 
dr awn b y Tom m y Barnes (c. 18 60J, m ember 01an Upper 
Murray tribe . Reproduction courte sy Latrob e Cottection. 
State Library of Victoria. 
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