
Transport 
aid for the 
elderly 
ELDERLY residents in Sherbrooke Shire 

may get a barter transport serv ice as a 
result of a survey conducted last year by 
postgraduate students in the Monash 
department of civil engineering. 

The survey. carried out by 24 graduate 
students w ith the co-operation of community 
representatives. was designed to determine 
the travel patterns and transport needs of 
elderly people in the Shire and to test the ir 
reaction to the provision of an off -peak. 
shared-ride. discount-fare taxi system . 

Results of the survey were presented by 
M r A , J . Richardson. a lecture r in the 
Monash civ il engineering department. to a re­
cent meeting in Brisbane of the Austral ian 
Transport Research Forum. 

Richardson organised the survey because 
of local comm unity concern about the trans­
port plight of elderly people in Sherbrooke 
Shire. wh ich is hilly and ill-suited to conven ­
tional public transport. 

Objectives 

The broad objectives of the survey were 
mapped out at meetings with community 
representatives and at a public meet ing in 
Sherbrooke. 

Since then. a further survey. restr icted to 
the Monbulk area. has been done by a 
Monash graduate student in co-operation 
w ith Invicta bus proprietor Mr John Usher. 
who is keen " to test the feasibility of runn ing 
a special. off-peak bus service in the area for 
elderly people." 

The results of this survey were still being 
processed when Monash Review went to 
press. but mey are bel ieved to follow a 
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similar pattern to those of the initial survey. 
In the init ial survey. the students inter­

viewed elderly people in 72 households ­
about six per cent of elderly households in 
the Shire receiving rate concessions. Elderly 
people paying rent we re not included in the 
survey because of the difficulty of locating 
them . No lists giving their names and 
addresses we re available. 

Their omission may have introduced a bias 
i n t o the su rvey . R ichardson says . 
Neverthe less. he believes the sample is a 
reasonable representation of the general 
elderly population in Sherbrooke . He caut ions 
however abou t ge neral is ing fro m t he 
Sherbrooke sample to elderly people in other 
parts of Melbourne. 

In some respects. the results of the 
Sherbrooke survey were surprising, he says. 

It was found that: 
• Most elderly households had a 

telephone connected end about half had a 
car available for the ir use. 

• Only five per cent of those interviewed 
were severely restricted in their travet by 
physicel disabilities. 

stage of all three eucalypt species but not in 
coppice or the mature tree . Growth in the 
sprayed ( insec t free) seed li ngs was 
signif icantly higher than in the unsprayed 
seedlings. but not so in the sprayed coppice 
or mature trees. 

Yen. however. is caut ious In interpreting 
these results because the experiment has 
only been going on for eight months. There is 
evidence from NSW. he says. of benefic iel 
results over the long period from spraying of 
mature trees. 

Yen's honours student, Alen Andersen. 
has been working on ants in the area. 
Andersen has identified 92 species in a 50m 
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x SOm plot . The compos it ion of the ants was 
found to undergo "striking seasonabil ity ." 
and they displayed dist inctive daily patterns 
of forag ing act ivity . 

Many ants were found to feed on eucalypt 
seeds they collected from the ground . The 
activ ity of thesa ants may be a factor in the 
dependence of mallee eucalypts on fire for 
successful seed germinat ion. 

Normally the ants gather in all the seeds 
that fall. but when a fire sweeps through, 
there is massive seed fall which "swamps" 
the ants. The ants are unable to gather up all 
the seeds, and the eucalypts are able to 
regenerate. 
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Elderfy residents in Snerbrooke Shire (Vic .) may 
get a better tran sport service as a re sutt ot a 
survey organ ised by Monash engineer, Mr A. J. 
Richardson (le tt) . The su rvey fo und that 43 
per cent ot those In te rviewed woutd increase 
their trips if sui/able transpor t was eveitsbte. 

Pho to: Rick Crompton. 

• More than half said they we re members 
of a social club . 

• Those interviewed made an average of 
four round t rips per week. and 43 per cent of 
the sample would increase the ir tr ips by an 
average of two per week jf a suitable trans­
port system was available. 

• Those who wanted to make the extra 
trips were generally prepared to share a taxi 
and pay an average fare of 90 cents for a 
round tr ip. 

It was found that the people who wante 
to make the extra tr ips were more ottr 
females . tended to live alone , had less access 
to a private car. were less likely to be licensed 
drivers and were more likely to live in steeper 
terrain. 

"A lthough many of the transport problem s 
experienced by these elder ly people appear 
to be related to the non-availabili ty of a car. 
those w ith cars were not w ithout problems," 
Richardson says. 

" In part icular. many stated that although 
they had use of a car they tended to restr ict 
their use of it to daylight hours. 

Security 

"This was because of fail ing VISIon and 
fears for personal security. They did not like 
driving along dark mountain roads at night. 

" M any elderly people w ith cars stated elsa 
that although they did not feel that they had 
any transport problems at the moment. they 
could foresee future problems when tho 
could no longet use their cars." 

The survey, he said. showed that there 
was a need for some form of transport ser­
vice for the elderly - a free or discount taxi 
service. or alternatively. a mini-bus service, or 
a convent ional. off -peak bus service. 

..A conventional off -peak bus service 
could be more viable in terms of overall 
econom ics." he says. "That' s what we are 
looking at at the moment." 

Richardson says the over-r iding impres­
sion gained by those involved in tha survey 
was that many of the problems faced by the 
elderly would never be overcome by an im­
proved transport system . 

" Rather. the problems are more a refl ec­
t ion of the general social cond itions in wh ich 
the elderly find themselves." he says. 

" Until more people. both professionals 
and the general community. take a more per ­
sonal role in understanding and helping the 
elderly and other minority groups, the ir 
problems will continue to exist in much the 
same form :' 

Print ed by Standa rd Newspapers lo r 
Monash University 

NOVEMBER. 


