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For one accustomed to the cute, clever com­
ments of children as portrayed in such books as 
"Kids Say the Darndest Things," by Art Linklatter, 
and in associated television and radio programmes, 
a recently published book should come as a refresh­
ing change . It's title is "The Lor and Language 
of School Children," and the children of this book 
are essentially the earthy, completely irreverent, 
and almost entirely uninhibited children of the aver­
age playground or street. That is, they aren't the 
polished, ringletted little monsters that many 
American radio, TV and film programmes would 
have us believe to be representatives of childhood. 

The following two chants, with variations, are 
widespread throughout most English-speaking 
countries: 

Tell·tale it,
 
Your tongue will be split,
 
And all the dogs in the town,
 
Shall have a little bit.
 

Lady bird, lady bird, flyaway home,
 
Your house is on fire, your children are home.
 
One is upstairs making the beds,
 
The others are downstairs, crying for bread.
 

More localised examples are also recorded. This 
comment on school meals: 
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Wendy Devenish 

If you stay to school dinners
 
Better throw them aside,
 
A lot of kids didn't.
 
A lot of kids died .
 
The meat is of iron,
 
The spuds are of steel,
 
If that don't get you
 
Then the afters will .
 

And less subtle but on the same SUbject:
 
Hatch, scotch, bogie pie,
 
Mix it up with a dead man's eye.,
 
Hard boiled snails, spread it thick,
 
Wash it down with a cup of sick.
 

There is the child's reaction to school:
 
Sir is kind and Sir is gentle,
 
Sir Is strong and Sir is mental.
 

(reportedly muttered cryptically under breath during 
a lesson .) 

The sublime:
 
Stand and deliver,
 
Your money or your liver.
 

Silence reigns
 
And we all get wet.
 

I'm Popeye the garbage man,
 
I live in the garbage can,
 
I like to go swimmin'
 
With bow-legged women,
 
I'm Popeye the garbage man.
 

to the ridiculous: 
I'm looking at you with your face so blue, 
And your nose turned up like a kangaroo. 

Silence in the courts,
 
While the judge blows his nose,
 
Stands on his head,
 
And tickles his toes .
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